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Be it ordained by the Sangguniang Panlungsod of the City of Bago, that: 

SECTION 1. Title. This Ordinance shall be known as "AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF 
PLASTIC CELLOPHANE AND SANDO BAGS AS PACKAGING MATERIALS AND UTILIZATION OF 
POLYSTYRENE, COMMONLY KNOWN AS STYROFOAM, FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGES CONTAINERS 
IN THE CITY OF BAGO AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES THEREOF." 

SECTION 2. DEFINITION OF TERMS. For purposes of this Ordinance, the following terms are defined as 
follows; 

a. Alternative packaging materials- refers to recyclable, reusable and/or biodegradable packaging materials 
that are used in containing, carrying, holding and /or transporting goods or products, as an alternative 
to plastic bag; 

b. Bring Your Own Bag (BYOB) Program- refers to the program adopted by supermarkets, convenient 
stores, department stores and other business establishments, whereby customers are enjoined to bring a 
reusable bag, paper bag, cloth bag or any other alternative packaging material for purposes of 
containing, carrying, holding and transporting goods or products bought, including prohibition for 
restaurant, fast foods, food kiosk, ambulant vendors/rolling stores, catering services and the like to 
utilize or provide plastic disposable cups and plastic drinking straws for beverages and coolers to 
customers.  

c. Cloth bag- refers to reusable packaging material made of cloth used in the packaging of flour, wheat and 
other similar goods 

d. Container/s- refers to a type of material utilized for purposes of holding, enclosing, packaging and/or 
restraining edible food and beverage for human consumption 

e. Expanded polystyrene (EPS) foam- is a thermoplastic petrochemical material which utilizes a styrene 
monomer and is processed by fusion of polymer spheres. It is a type of polystyrene product commonly 
used as containers for food and beverages 

f. Packaging — shall refer to the packaging, packing and wrapping of products for the purpose of carrying 
the same in a convenient manner 

g. Plastic bag — refers to a type of bag made of thin, flexible, plastics film that is designed to be provided or 
utilized at the point of sale for containing, carrying, holding and transporting goods, including 
those claimed to be as biodegradable plastic 

h. Plastic wastes- refers to any plastic packaging material thrown as wastes 

i. Plastic cellophane- is transparent, thin film plastic sheet made of regenerated cellulose having low 
permeability to air. oil, greases, bacteria and water makes it useful for food packaging 

j. Reusable bag- refers to a washable canvass bag or native bag "bayong" or any shopping bag used for 
carrying and transporting goods, which bags are made of organic or non-organic materials that can be 
used for several times 

k. Sando bags — refers to a type of plastic packaging with handles for the purpose of carrying, holding 
and/or transporting goods and other produce. This term shall likewise be defined as one similar to the 
term plastic bag 

l. Single-use- disposable or used for only one time 

m. Styrofoam — is a trademark of a product made up of light resilient foam of polystyrene. For purposes of 
this Ordinance the term "Styrofoam" shall refer to the Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) Foam used as 
containers for food and beverages 

n. Woven bags- refers to biodegradable packaging material made of woven native materials e.g. pandan or 
buri leaves and other similar materials. 
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SECTION 3. REGULATION ON THE USE, SALE OR PROVISION OF PLASTIC BAGS. The following 
regulations shall be imposed as follows: 

a. Business establishments, fastfood outlets, market vendors, food kiosks, sari-sari stores, 
ambulant vendors, and the like are prohibited from using plastic straws, stirrers, utensils, cellophanes and 
sando bags, including those claimed as biodegradable plastics, as utensils and/or packaging materials for 
customers. 

b. Stores and other retail establishments are mandated to use any alternative legally compliant 
packaging material for customers, such as but not limited to the materials mentioned in Section 4 
hereof, in lieu of single-use plastic cellophanes and sando bags.  The use of reusable and/or paper 
cups, paper/bamboo straws, stainless steel straws and glass straws are encouraged and promoted to 
be utilized for beverages and coolers for customers. 

c. That balloons, plastic banderitas, lighted lanterns and the like are discouraged during fiesta 
celebration and family gatherings instead the use of cloth should be made an alternative.  

 
SECTION 4. ALTERNATIVE PACKAGING MATERIALS. The use of recyclable, reusable 

and/or biodegradable alternative packaging materials should be encouraged and promoted, such as reusable 
woven bags (bayong), cloth bags, rattan baskets, shopping bags made from recycled waste paper and other bags 
made out of biodegradable materials (e.g. banana leaves, taro leaves, water lily, corn stalk, etc.) shall be utilized 
as alternative packaging materials. All business establishments are encouraged to adopt the "Bring Your Own Bag" 
Program. 

 
SECTION 5. INCENTIVES FOR USING REUSABLE BAGS. To promote the use of reusable bags, stores 

are hereby encouraged to implement the BYOB program and to formulate appropriate incentives to 
consumers, which may include: 

 
Green Lane - Stores may provide special counters or express lanes to be called as Green Lane to cater 
customers who bring their own bags or use of reusable bags. 
 
SECTION 6. PROHIBITION ON THE USE, SALE OR PROVISION OF STYROFOAM. Business 

establishments, restaurants, fastfood outlets, food kiosks, catering services and the like shall not utilize, sell or provide 
styrofoams or expanded polystyrene foam as containers for food and beverages. 

 
SECTION 7. ALTERNATIVE CONTAINERS FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGE The use of reusable and/or 

paper-based containers for food and/or beverage and other alternative containers are encouraged and promoted. 
 
SECTION 8. TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP. For the purpose of this ordinance, a Technical Working 

Group shall be established with the following composition: 
  

Chairman  - City Mayor 
Co-Chairman  - City Vice Mayor 
Vice Chairman  - SP Committee Chairman on Environment 
Member   - City Environment Management Office 

  Public Information Office 
   City Treasurer’s Office 
   SP Committee Chairman on Market & Slaughterhouse 
   SP Committee Chairman on Trade & Commerce 

 
SECTION 9. FUNCTIONS OF THE TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP. The Technical Working Group shall 

have the following functions: 
 

a. Identify the activities and programs to be conducted during the moratorium period 
b. Identify the environmental advocacies, programs and projects to be funded by the City 

Government 
c. Recommend measures for the proper implementation of this Ordinance. 
 

SECTION 10. MONITORING OF ORDINANCE The City Environment Management Office (CEMO) in 
coordination with the City Enforcement Unit (CEU) shall monitor the effective implementation and submit periodic 
progress report to the Office of the City Mayor and shall furnish the Sangguniang Panlungsod a copy of the same. 
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